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The Epistle of James
Introduction
I.  Author - James
A. Description
B. Name – James – There is four James’ in the New Testament
     1.  The Father of Judas (not Iscariot)

     2.  Son of Alphaeus (Matthew 10:3; Acts 1:13)
     3.  The Apostle – son of Zebedee

     4.  The half brother of Jesus - next in age

[Modern incredulous scholars think that James, like the rest of the NT, was pseudonymous - An unknown author ascribing the name of James in order to gain credibility. This is highly unlikely since the original readers were contemporaries who knew the authoritative James.
C.   Evidence
     1. Spoke authoritatively
     2. High moral standards – Hegesippi, a 2nd century church father, called James, “the just”
     3.  Lived in Palestine
     4.  Greek resembles that in the letter James wrote in Acts 15

     5.  Nazarite – no wine, strong drink no razor

     6.  Content resembles Sermon on the Mount

D.   Did Mary have other children?

1. Negative Side:
         a. There is no statement to that effect

         b. Jesus committed His mother to John – not to a family member
2. Positive Side:
           a. They are called Jesus’ brothers and sisters (Matthew 13:55)
           b. Joseph did not know her until Jesus was born (Matthew 1:25)
E.  History
      1.  He knew Jesus intimately from birth

2.  At one time he thought that Jesus was mentally unbalanced (Mathew 12:46)
      3.  He did not believe before Jesus’ resurrection (John 7:5)
      4.  He received a special appearance by the resurrected Jesus and received  

            special mention by Paul (I Corinthians 15:7)
      5.  Was in the upper room with the disciples, the women and Mary the 

            mother of Jesus (Acts 1:14)
      6.  He was head of the church at Jerusalem
           a. He gives verdict of the council (Acts 15)
           b. He writes formal and binding letter to the churches.

c. When certain men came from Jerusalem (Gal 2:12) Paul writes that they came from James.

d. He asked Paul to go into the temple with some men who had a vow and pay their expenses.

 F. Time of writing
      1. Earliest of the N. T. writings
      2. Maybe as early as the 30’s AD - middle or late 30’s. As early as 34 AD. Nothing in the epistle goes past Acts 1-9.
      3. Certainly not past 40-45 AD – Traditional date of James death is AD 62.
4. So, he is not writing to answer Paul about justification by faith – James was written well before Paul wrote Romans. The famous passage in 2:14-16 can hardly be an effort to refute, or correct Paul’s theology.
 G. The Book Itself:
1. It is practical, not doctrinal – “immensely practical”
2.  Some don’t like the book for that reason.
3.  Very good Greek.
H.  Purpose: to encourage believers to face trials with faith and perseverance, and to renew a spirit of peace within the churches.
1.  After the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7), the Christians were scattered out of Jerusalem.

           2.  They went throughout Judea and Samaria Acts 8:1

           3.  Then they went farther, speaking the Word to only Jews (Acts 11:19)
3. These are the first readers of this letter
                    a. There were trials, temptations (Chapter 1)
                    b. Quarrels and disputes (4:1)
                    c. They needed perseverance (5:7-8,10)
                    d. They needed a spirit of peace (5:4)
           5.  Some see 1:19 as the theme verse

“So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath;”
         I.  The Writer: James - 1:1 (A bondservant, a slave)
J.  The Readers: 12 tribes of Israel – “the dispersion” – At the time of the writing the only Christians were Jewish, there were no Gentile believers. The Jewish believers in Jerusalem were dispersed after the persecution of Stephen, throughout Judea and Samaria. The circulation of the letter took place much later. Only circulated to the Gentiles church sometime after James’ death and after the destruction of Jerusalem.
K. The Greeting:  χαίρειν – chairo - be joyful, be happy; A formal, early greeting. Later Paul uses - χαπις – grace
Conclusion: The epistle has a discernable structure
Outline of the Epistle of James

I. Salutation – 1:1

II.  Prologue: Response to Trials Properly – 1:2-18

III.  Theme: Behave Well in Trials – 1:19-20

IV. Body of the Letter: Cultivate the Necessary Behavior – 1:21 – 5:6
A. By Being Swift to Hear – 1:21-2:26

B.  By Being Slow to Speak - 3:1-12

C.  By Being Slow to Anger – 4:1 – 5:6

V. Epilogue: Persevere in Trials to the End – 5:7-20

A. Because Perseverance will be Properly Rewarded – 5:7-11

B. Because Perseverance can be Undergirded by Prayer – 5:12-20
Outline of the Epistle of James

VI. Salutation – 1:1

VII. Prologue: Response to Trials Properly – 1:2-18

VIII.  Theme: Behave well in Trials – 1:19-20

IX. Body of the Letter: Cultivate the Necessary Behavior – 1:21 – 5:6

D. By Being Swift to Hear – 1:21-2:26

E. By Being Slow to Speak - 3:1-12

F. By Being Slow to Anger – 4:1 – 5:6

X. Epilogue: Persevere in Trials to the End – 5:7-20

C. Because Perseverance will be Properly Rewarded – 5:7-11

D. Because Perseverance can be Undergirded by Prayer – 5:12-20
